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SEASONALLY LOW OXYGEN VALUES

In an investigation done by Eagle and Orren (1985) on nutrients and
dissolved oxygen on the Agulhas Bank, they found that occasionally a
pocket of low-oxygen water was found near the bottom. No clear seasonal
pattern was indicated, although it occurred predominantly in autumn. Eagle
and Orren suggested that this low-oxygen water could be associated with

a layer of high turbidity water (refer to Figure I).
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Figure | - Time series of dissolved oxygen fluctuations on the Agulhas Bank, |1974-1979. (Diagram
reproduced and altered from Eagle and Orren, 1985).

Warmer bottom waters were recorded during the summer months.
Deepening of the upper mixed layer occurs in winter (July to October).
Sporadic intrusions of bottom cold water also occur (Eagle and Orren,

1985) (refer to Figure 2).
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Figure 2 - Time series of temperature fluctuations on the Agulhas Bank, 1974-1979. (Diagram
reproduced and altered from Eagle and Orren, 1985).
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